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The United States of America has never been ‘ ‘equipped, among other things; with wide interna- 
at war with Turkey ; yet an American admiral with tional knowledge of Africa and African problems, 
a fleet at his back is shaking the big* stick over the 
heads of the Sultan’s subjects at. Constantinople. 

During the Wilson administration our Navy Depart¬ 
ment has usurped some 6f the functions of Con¬ 
gress and the State Department. It has furnished 
a “Naval Administration” for the Virgin Islands 
Hayti and Santo Domingo, and done many other’ 
startling things that are new to the average Ameri¬ 
can mind. And, despite the protests of the Sublime 
Porte, it maintains a “High Commissioner of the 
United States at Constantinople.” The title is re¬ 
miniscent of Lord Milner in Egypt and we should 
be justified in having suspicions similar to those 
which England’s bol d-faced robbery of Egypt 
(sanctioned'by Mr. Wilson at Paris) has justified. 


Mr. Thompson’s proposal to send a corps 
of Negro-American school-teachers to the Camer- 
oops shows an unfortunate lack of knowledge on 
his part of the school situation there and here. The 
Secretary, of the American Board of Commissioners 
for 'Foreign Missions, testified in his report not long- 
ago that “in the Cameroons and, Togoland, under 
German control, the school . facilities surpassed 
those of the neighboring British colony, Nigeria”— 
and.this in spite of the fact that both “the French' 
and British governments encourage education and 
make sizable appropriations for this purposed’ 
.When our national government and the .southern 
states’ governments begin to “encourage education” 
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of the sort that existed under Germany in the Cam- 
eroons it will foe time to talk of sending thousands; 
of Negro-American school, teachers there. Pending 
the dawning of that happy .day, Mr. Thompson 
might do well to consider these facts: South Caro¬ 
lina spends for the education of each white child 
’$10.34' and for the education of each -Negro child 
-$1.70. In Lawrence- county the State gives each 
.Negro child 97 cents worth of education a year; 
In Lexington .county, 9Q : cents worth; In Saluda, 
68 cents worth, and in Calhoun, 58 cents worth. 
One; county in the state of Georgia owns 19 of the 
27 school houses for ‘ Negroes. The valuation of the ' 
entire 19 was $2TOO: that is,;’$131.58 for. each 
school house. The annual amount which,this high¬ 
ly civilized state spends in six counties for the 
education of a Negro child is 39 cents. It would foe 
well if we TsTegro-Americans, before seeking to leg¬ 
islate directly or indirectly for Africa, would first 
deign to get some little knowledge of Africa—to 
say nothing of our own country. 

o o o 

Will the white race destroy itself? From a white 
man’s point of view this would seem humorous, 
if not silly. But there are seventeen hundred milli¬ 
on of us in the world who are not white men, and 
to us this question, seems sensible and timely. 
Here are the big thieves of the Peace Conference 
almost air each other’s throats. Britain has grabbed 
Persia and has given cause (according to Le Temps) 
for suspicion and hatred to France by doing it 
first. France is •bulding up a balance of power in 
Eastern Europe to threaten .England’s and destroy 
Germany’s. Germany and Austria are driven by 
the spoliation of their lands and the starvation of 
their people to pile up a mountainous mass of 
hatred against England, France and the - United 
States. What does, all this suggest for the future? 

It suggest that “the white man’s burden is himself”.; 
that the inherent restlessness and greed of the dom¬ 
inant white race will in the end destroy it politically 
and culturally.. This race has Been on the stage of 
human history for the short period of 2,500 years; 
yet in that period it has had more wars than any 
other—-and most of these wars have been waged by 
them against each other. They have proved them¬ 
selves absolutely incapable of .living in peace; and 
it sems likely that their great technical inventions 
in .which they have thus far, surpassed all other 
races, will but help to hasten their doom. “They 
that take the sword shall perish by the sword.” 
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Among the! distinguished visitors now in our 
land is Cardinal Mereier of Belgium, whose pres¬ 
ence will perhaps help black people to realize how 
official white Christianity squints with both eyes. 
His Eminence see's, as the press reports declare,., 
that “socialism, militarism and government politics 
are interfering with the normal exercise of spiritu¬ 
ality.” But when the brutalities of Belgium in the 
Congo Here being revealed to a horror-struck 
world-this eminent prelate,- far from seeing'any 
menace to religion therein, denied the facts' until 
the photographs of Consul-General Roger Case¬ 
ment showed the heaps of severed limbs and the 
swollen bodies tof Negroes. This process helped to 
reduce the Congo- population from 20 millions to 
12 millions. But it brought fat tribute to Belgium. 
Cardinal Mercier’s brave defense of his country 
from foreign tyrants; his ringing protests agdinst 
the atrocities, perpetrated on his people, deserve and 
should receive the'approval of the civilized world. 
But, by the same token, his support of similar atro¬ 
cities in “the Congo Free'State” must detract .equal¬ 
ly from his credit and his Christianity. . 4 

o o o 

Having robbed Egypt of her independence, 
the British government, naturally enough, now 
seeks to rob her of the credit due her for the part 
she played in the world war. In a letter recently 
“made public” by the British Embassy at Washing¬ 
ton/Donald. Lindsay, Charge d’affaires, declares 
that “the British government has carefully avoided 
destroying' Egyptian 1 sovereignty. Egyptian sol¬ 
diers always serve under the Egyptian and not un¬ 
der the British flag. The Union Jack does not fly 
in Egypt except over the British military establish¬ 
ments, elsewhere the distinctive Egyptian flag is 
displayed .*. . No Egyptian soldier joined the Brit¬ 
ish colors.” The New Negro does not propose to 
indulge in the. suave circumlocutions of the white 
world and chooses to point out that the statement 
is a plain blunt lie. But, after the record of Lord 
Grey in the Foreign Office and Lloyd George in 
the secret, treaties and in the; case of Russia as dis¬ 
closed in the Bui lit memorandum, a charge of 
downright lying holds no terrors for the trained 
diplomats of England. Was it not an English diplo¬ 
mat who described an ambassador as Tone who lies 
abroad for his country.”?- 

o o o 

Much nonsense has been uttered in the white 
press of bur coun try in explanation of the new spire 
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lit which is being- shown by Negroes. 'Uhfortunate- 
| ly, most of it comes from people who have never 
; hitherto given ten minutes -to any real attempt to 
I know wliat the twelve million Negroes of America 
i were thinking. It has been thought sufficient to. 
\ take the thought of certain Negro persons, and to 
: assume that, somehow, this was a fair index of the 
; thought of the masses. 

!j Another method is to catch the current phrases 
| of condemnation and apply them unchanged to the 
J Negro situation. Last year it was “pro-German 
I propagande;” this year it is “Bolshevik propagan- 
! da.”. In either case ignorance perched on high 
! places prescribes remedies for a situation whose 
L causes- are unknown. 


Two Negro 

Twenty' years ago all Negroes known to the 
. white publicists of America could be classed as 
conservatives on all the great questions on which 
white thinkers differ. In matters of industry, com- 
I rne-rce, politics, religion, they could be trusted to 
take the backward view. Only on the question 
of the Negro’s “rights” could a small handful be 
found bold enough to be tagged as “radicals”—and 
! they were howled down by both the white and 
I colored adherents of the conservative point of view. 

I Today Negroes differ on all those great questions 
! on which white thinkers differ, and there are Ne- 
gro radicals of every imaginary stripe—agnostics, 

; atheists, I.W.W.’s, Socialists, Single Taxers, and 
I even B.olshevists. 

In the good old days white people derived their 
S knowledge of what Negroes were doing from those 
! Negroes who were nearest to them, generally their 
j own selected exponents of Negro activity or of 
j their white point of view. A classic illustration of 
this kind of knowledge was afforded by the 
Republican party; but the Episcopal Church, the 
Urban League, or the U. S. Government’ would 
serve as well. To-day the white world is vaguely, 
but disquietingly, aware that Negroes are awake, 
different and perplexingly uncertain. Yet the white 
world by which they 4re surrounded retains its 
traditional method of interpreting the mass by the 
Negro nearest to themselves in affiliation or con¬ 
tact. The Socialist party thinks that the “unrest” 


In the Virgin Islands “naval administration” 
seems to be in difficulties. From Washington Rear- 
Admiral, Oman, the present governor, has received 
peremptory orders to remove all aliens from office, 
to appoint qualified natives in their place, and to 
transmit to Washington all records of court pro¬ 
ceedings since 1917. When the ’Council meets on 
October 9th the hands' of its radical members will 
be strengthened by this turn of affairs. Outside of 
the, Council the mass of working people are in a 
state-of ferment. How it will work out eventually is 
indicated by the organization of an industrial” 
union among them two weeks ago. 


Radicalisms 

now apparent in the Negro masses is due to the 
propaganda which its adherents support and be¬ 
lieves that it will function largely along the lines 
of socialist political thought. The great dailies, con¬ 
cerned mainly with their chosen task of being the 
mental bell-wethers of the mob, scream “Bolshevist 
propaganda” and flatter themselves that they have 
found the true cause; while the government’s un¬ 
reliable agents envisage it as “disloyalty”. The 
truth, as usual, is to be found in the depths: but 
there they are all prevented from going by mental 
laziness and that traditional off-handed, easy con¬ 
tempt with which white men in America, from 
scholars like Lester Ward to scavengers like Stev¬ 
enson, deign to consider the colored population of 
12 millions. 

In the first place, the cause of “radicalism” 
among American Negroes Is international. But it 
is necessary to draw clear distinctions at the outset. 
The function of the Christian church is internation¬ 
al. So is art, war, the family, rum and the exploit¬ 
ation of labor. But none of these is entitled to 
extend the mantle of its own peculiar “internation¬ 
alism” to cover the present case of the Negro dis¬ 
content—although this has been attempted. The 
international Fact to which Negroes in America 
are now reacting is not the exploitation of laborers 
by capitalists; but the social, political and econom¬ 
ic subjection of colored peoples by white. It is not 
the Class Line, but the Color Line—which is the 
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incorrect but accepted expression for the Dead 
June of racial inferiority. Ihis fact is a. fact of 
Negro consciousness as well as a fact of Externals. 
■The international Color Line is the practice and 
theory of that doctrine which holds that the best 
.stocks of Africa, China, Egypt and the West. In¬ 
dies are inferior to -the worst stocks of Belgium, 
England and Italy, and must hold their lives, lands 
and liberties upon such terms and conditions as the 
white races may choose to grant them. 

On the part of the whites, the motivation was 
originally: economic; but it is no longer purely so. 
All the available facts go to prove that, whether 
in the United States or in Africa or China, the 
economic, subjection is without exception keener 
and more brutal when the exploited are black, 
brown and yellow, than when they are white. And 
the fact that black, brown and yellow also exploit 
each other brutally wherever Capitalism has created 
the economic classes of plutocrat and proletarian 
should suffice to put purely economic subjection 
out of court as the prime cause of racial unrest. 
For the similarity of suffering has produced in. all 
lands where white rule colored races* a certain sim¬ 
ilarity of sentiment, viz: a racial revulsion of racial 
feeling. The peoples of those lands begin to feel 
and realize that they are so subjected because they 
are members of races contemned as such by their 
Caucasian overlords. The fact presented to their 
minds is one of Race, and in terms of Race do they 
re-act to it. Put the case to any Negro by way of 
test and the answer will make this clear. 

The great World War, by virtue of its great 
advertising campaign for democracy, and the prom¬ 
ises which were held out to all subject peoples, 
fertilized the Race Consciousness of the Negro peo¬ 
ple into the stage of conflict with the dominant 
white idea of the Color Line. They took democracy 
at its face value, which is—Equality. So did the 
•Hindus, Egyptians and West Indians. This is what 
the hypocritical advertisers of democracy had not 
bargained for. The American Negroes, like the 
other darker peoples, are presenting their checques 
and trying to “cash in,” and delays in that process, 
however unavoidable to the paying tellers, are 
bound to beget a plentiful lack of belief in either 
their intention or their ability to pay. Hence the 
run on Democracy’s bank,—'the Negro unrest” of 
the newspaper paragraphers. 

This Race Consciousness takes many forms, 
some negative, others positive. On the one hand 


we balk at Jim Crow, object to educational starva¬ 
tion, refuse to accept goodwill for good deeds, and 
scornfully reject our conservative leaders. On the 
other hand, we are seeking racial independence in 
business and reaching out into new fields of en¬ 
deavor. One of the most taking enterprises at 
present is The Black Star Line, a steamship enter¬ 
prise being floated by Mr. Marcus Garvey of New 
York. Garvey’s project (whatever may be its ulti¬ 
mate fate) has attracted tens of thousands of Ne- 
groes. Where; Negro “radicals” of the type known 
to white radicals can scarce get a hanful of people, 
Garvey fills the largest halls and the Negro people 
rain money on him. This is not to be explained by 
the argument of “superior brains,” for this man s 
education and intelligence are markedly inferior to 
those of the brilliant “radicals” whose “internation¬ 
alism” is drawn from other than racial sources. But 
this man holds up to the'Negro masses those things 
which bloom in their hcarts-^-racialism, race-cons¬ 
ciousness, racial solidarity—things taught first in 
1917 by The Voice and The Liberty League. That 
is the secret of his success, so far. 

All over this land and in the West Indies. Ne¬ 
groes are responding to the call of battle, against 
the white man’s Color Line. And, so long as this 
remains,- the international dogma of the white race, 
so long will the new Negro wage war against it. 
This is that very Ethiopianism which England has 
been combatting from Cairo to the Cape. 

Undoubtedly some of these newly-awakened 
Negroes will take to Socialism and Bolshevism. 
But here again the reason is racial. Since' they 
suffer racially from the world as at present organ¬ 
ized by the white race, some of their ablest, leaders 
hold that it is “good play” to encourage and give 
aid to every subversive movement within that 
white world which makes for its destruction as it 
is”. For by its subversion they have much to gam 
and nothing to lose... But they build on their own 
foundations. Parallel with the dogma of Class- 
Consciousness they run. the dogma of Race- 
Consciousness. And they dig deeper. For the roots 
of Class-consciousness inhere in a temporary-eco¬ 
nomic order; whereas the roots of Race-conscious*- 
ness must of necessity survive any and all changes 
in the economic order. Accepting biology as a fact, 
their view is the more, fundamental. At any rate it 
is that'view with which the white world will have 
to deal. . 
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“Suppressing” Race Riots 


One thing which stands out most strikingly 
the recent race-riots is the enormous amount 
of: suppression and lying which the Associated 
Press' and other white news distributing agencies 
Mve done. Only those who have inner first-hand 
kriowledge oP what happened in Washington and 
Chicago can form an adequate idea of the volume 
o| suppressed information. For instance, in the 
Washington riots a certain southern Congressman 
took part in the attack upon;Negroes, informing 
thje white hoodlums that they didn’t know how to 
handle niggers and that’'he would show them. 
Tjventy-minutes later he was shot under the eye 
while leading a mob and died shortly afterward in 
a,doctor’s office. Idis colleagues in Congress did not 
pky him the u^ual official courtesy of following his 
bddy at the funeral, and it was given out that he 
dibd of disease. 

In Chicago, as in Washington, the number of 
casualties was treated by the newspapers according 
to the same formula employed in our war casualty 
lijftsi (Our readers will recall that after the armis¬ 
tice had been signed our “reliable” newspapers 
were printing even longer casualty-lists Than usual 
e|ery day for two full months. to catch up' with 
eir previous suppressions.) More than 30 White 


policemen were killed in the Negro district alone 
and the Negro newspapermen were threatened with 
penalties, if they should tell the truth. And now 
“the great dailies’' in their summaries of the event 
give us 35 persons; black and white, as the total 
number killed. Out of the Eighth’s armory the 
Negroes took over 700 rifles and 100,000 rounds of 
ammunition for the defense of their lives when the 
policemen proved either, unable 1 ® or unwilling to 
defend jthem. They captured a machine-gun on 
State St., after sending .south two policemen who 
were engaged in 'assembling it for use against them. 
But these JactS and many more of a similar nature 
have been kept out of the tide of public informa¬ 
tion. Why? Precisely for the same reason that 
prompted the Congressional committee which in¬ 
vestigated the East St. Louis riot to suppress 'the 
publication of their report. 

Yet it should seem that the starl^ truth, if pub¬ 
lished, would tend to discourage 'race-rioting.” The 
American people, black and white, are-certainly 
entitled to the full facts. But our masters decided 
during the war to feed us on pap, the meat of plain 
truth being considered too strong for our infant 
intelligences. V 


The Women of Our Race 


America owes much to the foreigner, and 
the Negro in America owes even more. For it was 
tfjie white foreigner who first proclaimed that the 
ohly music which America had produced that was 
orthy of the name was Negro -music. It naturally 
took some time for this truth to sink in, and, in 
the meanwhile, the younger element of Negroes, 
in their weird worship of everything that was white, 
neglected and despised their owrr race-music. More 
lan one college, class had walked out, highly in¬ 
cited, when their white teacher had asked them to 
ng “Swing Low Sweet Chariot” and “My Lord, 
What a Morning.” It is to be hoped that they now 
now better. 

But the real subject of this editorial is.not Ne¬ 
ro music, but Negro women. If any foreigner 
hould come here from Europe, Asia or Africa and 
e privileged to pass in review the various kinds of 


women who live in our America he would pick out 
as the superior of them all.—the Negro woman.. It 
seems a great pity that it should be left to the for¬ 
eigner to “discover” the ..Negro American woman. 
.For her own mankind has been seeing her for cen¬ 
turies. And yet, outside of the vague'rhetoric of the 
brethren in church and lodge when they want her 
to turn their functions into financial successes, and 
outside of Paul Laurence Dunbar and perhaps two 
other poets, no. proper amount of esthetic apprecia¬ 
tion of her has been forthcoming from their side. 

Consider the facts of the case. The white wo¬ 
men of America are charming to look at—■-in the up¬ 
per social classes. But even the Negro laundress, 
cook or elevator-girl far surpasses her mistress in 
the matter of feminine charms. No white woman 
has a color as beautiful as the dark-brown, light- 
brown, peach-brown, or gold and bronze of . the 
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Negro girl. These are some of the things which 
make a walk through any Negro section of New 
York or Washington such a feast of delight. 

Then, there is the matter of form. The bodies 
and limbs of our Negro women are, on the whole, 
better built and better shaped than those of any 
'other women on earth—except perhaps, the Egyp¬ 
tian w When's.; And their gait and movement Avould 
require an artist to properly describe. The grace 
of their carriage is inimitable. 

But tlieir. most striking characteristic is a feat¬ 
ure which even the crude mind of mere man can 
appreciate. It is, “the Way in which they carry their 
clothes.” They dress well—not merely in the sense 
That their clothing is costly and good to look at; 
but in that higher Sense - in which the Parisian 
woman is the best-dressed woman in Europe.- From 
shoes, and stockings to shirtwaists and hats, they 
'choose their clothes withTine taste and show them 
off to'the best advantage when they put them on. 
That is why a man may Walk down the avenue with 
a Negio cook or a factory girl without anyone’s 
being able to guess that she has to work for a living. 

.And, finally, in the matter of that indefinable 
something, which, for want of a better word, we 
call simply “charm”—the Nc^ro women are far 
ahead 'of all others in America. They have more 
native grace, more winsomencss, greater beauty 
and more fire and passion. These facts have already 
; begun to attract attention, here and elsewhere, and, 
eventually, the Negro woman will corne into her 
own. 

What say you, brothers? Shall we not love 
her while she is among us? Shall we not bend the 
knee in worship and thank high heaven for the 
great good fortune which has given us such sisters 
and sweethearts, mothers and wives? 


A BOLSHEVIST SOLUTION OF THE PROB¬ 
LEM OF HIGH RENTS. 


Decree of the Hungarian Soviet Government— 
March 27th, 1919. 

1. All houses used for residential purposes, with 
the appertaining grounds and fixtures, are the prop¬ 
erty of the Soviet Republic of Hungary. 

2. Rents are. to be .collected by the janitor in 
.conjunction with a trustee elected by the tenants, 
and must be deposited with banks to be designated 


by the People’s Commissioner of Finances. 

3. Those who so far have not paid any rent be¬ 
cause they owned the houses in which they resided, 
as well as those who occupied appartments rent 
freb; but not as a partial compensation from the 
State for services rendered, will henceforth have to 
pay rents. These will be fixed by the District Hous¬ 
ing Committees, to be appointed by the People’s 
Commissioner for Social Production. 

4.. The District Housing .Committees will su¬ 
pervise the collection of rents. They will be author¬ 
ized to'proceed against tenants in case of delinquen¬ 
cy. Penalties must be adapted to the requirements 
of the individual cases, In justifiable instances the 
committees have the right to transfer tenants to 
emergency quarters, or to cancel their food tickets. 

5. The District Housing Committees shall un¬ 
dertake all necessary repairs in houses and apart¬ 
ments; 

6. [This paragraph names the thirty-three 
largest cities of Hungary where the provisions are 
to have effect immediately. The-Commissioner, for 
Social Production is authorized to extend the decree 
to other cities and towns as the need arises.] 

7. Clauses 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 of this decree do not 
apply to such residences as were erected or pur¬ 
chased by a workingman or office employe and are 
used by him as a dwelling place. No rents will be 
collected for such residences, but a tax will be as¬ 
sessed on the ground value. 

8. In houses where there is no janitor rents 

will be collected and repairs supervised by trustees 
elected by the tenants. T - * 

9. Any rent collector who fails to deposit rents 
within three Anys from date of collection at the 
bank desigiflfed is subject to a penalty of imprison¬ 
ment not exceeding five years. The same penalty 
applies to any person who wilfully appropriates fix¬ 
tures appertaining to a house or who wilfully dam¬ 
ages a building or its fixtures. Acts of this kind will 
be passed upon by the revolutionary tribunals. 

10. This decree will be executed by the Depart¬ 
ment of the People’s .Commissioner for Social Pro¬ 
duction. 

(Signed) Revolutionary Governing Council. 

Budapest, March 26 












8 


The New Negro 


October 1919 


The White War and the Colored Races 

HUBERT HARRISON 


[The following article was written last year while 
the Great War still raged. It was written for a cer¬ 
tain well-known radical magazine; but was found 
to be “too radical” for publication at that time. It 
is given now to the Negro public partly because the 
underlying explanation which it offers of the root- 
cause of the war has not yet received treatment 
even among socialistic radicals, and partly because 
recent events in China, India, Africa and the United 
States have proved.the accuracy of its’forecasts.] 
— 

The 19th Christian . Century saw the interna¬ 
tional expansion of capitalism—the economic sys¬ 
tem of the white peoples of Western Europe and 
America—and its establishment by force and fraud 
over the lands of the colored races, black and brown 
and yellow. The opening years of the 20th Century 
present us with the sorry spectacle of these same 
white nations cutting each other’s throats to deter¬ 
mine which of them shall enjoy the property which 
has been acquired. For this is the real sum and 
substance of the original “war aims” of the belliger¬ 
ents-; although in conformity with Christian cun¬ 
ning, this is one which is never frankly avowed. 
Instead, we are fed with the information that they 
are fighting for. “Kultur,” and “on behalf of small 
nationalities:” Let us look carefully at this camou¬ 
flage. 

In the first place, we in America need not leave 
I our. own land to seek reasons for suspecting the 
; sincerity of democratic professions,Wfiile we are 
! waging war to establish democracy three-thousand 
' miles away, millions of Negroes are disfranchised 
! in our oWn land by the “cracker” democracy of the 
; southern states which is more intent upon making 
i slaves of their black countrymen than upon freeing 
: the French and Belgians from the similar brutalities 
i of the German Junkers. The horrible holocaust of 
: East St. Loufs was possible only in three modern 
| states—Russia of the Romanoffs, Turkey and the 
i United States—and it ill becomes any one of them 
; to point a critical finger at the others. 

But East St. Louis was .simply the climax of a 
: long series of butcheries perpetrated on defenseless 
| Negroes which has made the murder rate of Chris¬ 
tian America higher than that of heathen Africa 
! and of eVhry other civilized land. And, although 


i 


our government can order the execution of thir¬ 
teen Negro soldiers for resenting the wholesale in¬ 
sults to the uniform of the United States and de¬ 
fending their lives from civilian aggressors, not one 
of the murderers of black men, women and children 
has been executed or even ferreted out. Nor has our 
war Congress seen fit as yet to make lynching a 
federal crime. What wonder that the Negro masses, 
are insisting that before they can be expected to 
enthuse over the vague formula of making the 
world “safe for democracy” they must receive some 
assurance that their corner of the world—the South 
—shall first be made “safe for democracy”! Who 
knows but that perhaps the situation and treatment 
of the American Negro by our own government and 
people may have kept the Central Powers from be¬ 
lieving that we meant to fight for democracy in 
Europe, and caused them to persist in a course 
which has driven us into this war in which we must 
spend billions of treasure and rivers of blood. 

It should seem, then, that “democracy,” like 
“Kultur,” is more valuable as a battle-cry than as a 
real belief to be practiced by those who profess it 
And the plea of “small nationalities” is estopped by 
three facts: Ireland, Greece, and Egypt, whose 
Khedive, Abbas Hilmi, was tumbled off his throne 
for failing to enthuse over the claims of “civiliza 
tion” as expounded by Lord Grey. 

But this is merely disproof. The average Amer¬ 
ican citizen needs some positive proof of the asser¬ 
tion that this war is being waged to determine who 
shall dictate the destinies of the darker peoples and 
enjoy the usufruct of their labor and their lands. 
For the average American citizen is blandly ignor¬ 
ant of the major facts of history and has to be told. 
For his benefit I present the following statement 
from .Sir Harry Johnston, in “The Sphere” of Lon¬ 
don. Sir Harry Johnston is the foremost English 
authority of Africa and is in a position to know 
something of imperial aims. 

“Rightly governed, I venture to predict that 
Africa will, if we are victorious, repay us and all our 
allies the cost of our struggle with Germany and 
Austria. The war, deny it who may, was really 
fought over African questions. The Germans wish¬ 
ed, as the chief gain of victory, to wrest rich Moroc- 
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co from French control, to take the French Congo 
from France, and the Portuguese Congo from Por¬ 
tugal, to secure from Belgium the richest and most 
extensive tract of alluvial goldfield as yet discover¬ 
ed. This is an auriferous region which, properly de¬ 
veloped, will, when the war is over, repay the hard¬ 
est-hit of our allies (France) all that she has lost 
from the German devastation of her home lands. 
The mineral wealth of trans-Zambezian Africa- 
freed forever, we will hope, from the German men¬ 
ace—is gigantic: only slightly exploited so far. 
Wealth is hidden'amid the seemingly unprofitable 
deserts of the Sahara, Nubia, Somaliland and Nama- 
qua. Africa, I predict, will eventually show itself to 
be the most richly endowed of all the continents in 
valuable vegetable and mineral substances.” 

There is the sum and substance of what Scho¬ 
penhauer would have called “ the sufficient reason” 
for this war. No word of “democracy” there, but in¬ 
stead the easy assumption that, as a matter of 
course, the. lands of black Africa belong to white 
Europe and must be. apportioned on the good old 
principle: 

“.the simple plan, 

That he shall take who has the power, 

And he must keep who can.” 

It is the same'economic- motive that has been 
back of every modern war since the merchant and 
trading classes secured control of the powers of the 
modern state from the battle of PI assy to the pres¬ 
ent world-war. This is the natural and inevitable 
effect of the capitalist system of what (for want of 
a worse name) we call “Christendom.” For .that 
system is based upon the wage- relationship be¬ 
tween those who own and those who operate the 
gigantic forces of land and machinery. Under this 
System no capitalist employs a worker for two dol¬ 
lars a day unless that worker creates more than two 
dollars worth of wealth for him. Only out of this 
surplus can profits come. If ten million workers 
should thus, create one-hundred-million dollars 
worth of wealth each day and get twenty or fifty- 
millions in wages, it is obvious that they Can expend 
only what they have received, and that, therefore, 
- every nation whose industrial system is .organized 
on a capitalist basis must produce a mass of surplus 
products over and above, not the needs, but the 
purchasing power of the nation’s producers. Before 
these products can return to their owners as profits 
they must be sold somewhere. Hence the need for 
foreign markets, for fields of exploitation and 


‘'spheres of influence’ in “undeveloped” countries 
wnose virgin .resources are exploited in their turn 
aiter the capitalist fashion. But, since every indus¬ 
trial nation is seeking the same outlet for its prod¬ 
ucts, clashes are inevitable and in these clashes- 
beaks and claws—-armies and navies'—-must come 
into play. Hence beaks and claws must be provided 
beforehand aghinst the day of conflict, and hence :the 
exploitation of white men in Europe and America, 
becomes the reason for the exploitation of black and 
blown and yellow men in Africa and Asia. And, 
therefore, it. is hypocritical and absurd to pretend 
that the capitalist nations can ever intend to abolish 
wars. For, as long as black men are exploited by 
white men in Africa, so long must white men cut 
each other’s throats over that exploitation. And 
thus, the selfish and ignorant white workers’ destiny 
is determined by the hundreds of millions of those 
whom he calls “niggers”. “The strong too often, 
think that they have a mortgage upon the weak; 
but in the domain of morals it is the other way.” 

But economic motives have always their social 
side; and this exploitation of the lands and labor 
of colored folk expresses itself in the social theory 
of white domination: the theory that the worst hu¬ 
man stocks of Montmartre, Seven Dials and the- 
Bowery, are superior to the best human stocks of 
Rajputana or Khartum. And when these colored folk 
who make up the overwhelming majority of this, 
world, demand decent treatment for*themselves, the- 
proponents of this theory accuse them of seeking 
social equality. For white folk to insist upon the 
right to manage their own ancestral lands, free from 
the domination of tyrants, domestic and foreign, is 
variously described as democracy and self-determi¬ 
nation. For Negroes,. Egyptians and Hindus to seek 
the same thing is impudence. What wonder, then, 
that th^ white man’s rule is. felt by them to rest 
upon a seething volcano whose slumbering fires are- 
made up of the hundreds of millions of Chinese, 
Japanese, Hindus and Africans! Truly has it been 
said that “the problem of the 20th Century is the 
problem of the Color Line.” And wars are not like¬ 
ly to end; in fact, they are likely to be wider and 
more terrible—so long as this theory of white dom¬ 
ination seeks to hold down the majority of the 
world’s people under the iron heel of racial repres¬ 
sion. 

Of course, no sane person will deny that the 
white race is, at present the superior race of the 
world. I use the word “superior” in no cloudy, 
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metaphysical sense, but simply to mean that they 
-are cm top and their will goes,-—-at present. 
Consider that'fact as the pivotal fact of the war. 
Then, in the light of it, consider what is happening 
in Eu, ope To-day. The white race is superior—its 
'will goes—because it has invented and amassed 
'.greater means for the subjugation of nature and'of 
pan than any other race. It is the top dog by virtue 
-of its soldiers, guns, ships, money, resources and 
brains. Yet there in Europe it is deliberately burn¬ 
ing up, consuming and destroying these very sol¬ 
diers, guns, ships, money, resources and brains, the 
very things upon which its supremacy rests. When 
this war is oyer, it will be less, able to enforce its 
sovereign will upon the darker races of the world. 
Docs any one believe that it will be as easy to hold 
rdpwh Egypt and India and Persia after the war as 
it was before ? Hardly. 

Not only will'the white race be depleted in 
numbers; but its quality, physical and mental, will, 
'be considerably lowered for a time. This-is inevi- 
i table. - War destroys first the-strongest and bravest, 
the best stocks; the young men who were to father 
the next generation. The. next generation must, 
-consequently, be fathered by the weaker stocks of 
the 'raGe. And thus> in physical stamina and in 
brain-power, they will be less equal to the task of 
holding down the darker millions of the world than 
-their fathers Were. This was the thought back of 
Mr. Hearst’s objection to our entering the war. He 
wanted the United States to stand as the white 
race’s reserve o.f man-power when Europe had been 
bled white, , 

But what will be the effect of all this upon 
that.colored majority whose preponderant existence 
our newspapers ignore? In the first place, it will 
feel the lifting of the pressure as the iron hand of 
‘.‘diseipline’ is relaxed. And it will expand, when 
that, pressure is remqved,./-to the point where it will 
first ask, then demand, and finally secure, the right 
•of self-determination. It will insist that, not only 
the . white world, but the whole world, be made 
“safe for democracy”. This will mean a self-govern¬ 
ing Egypt, a self-governing India, and independent 
African states as large as Germany and France.— 
and larger. And, as a result, there will come a shift¬ 
ing of the basis of international politics "and business 
and of international control. This is the living 
thought that comes to me from the newspapers and 
'books that have been written and published by col¬ 
ored men in Africa and Asia during,the past three. 


years. It is what I have heard from their own lips 
as ,1. have talked with them. And, yet, of .this 
thought which is inflaming the international under¬ 
world, not, a word appears in the parochial press of 
America, which seems to think that if it can keep its 
own Negroes down to servile lip-service, it need not 
face the world-wide problem of the “Conflict of 
Color”, as Mr. Putnam-YVeale calls it. 

But that the more intelligent portions of the 
•white world are becoming distressingly conscious of 
it, is evident .from the first great manifesto of - the 
Russian Bolsheviki last year when they asked about 
Britain’s subject peoples. 

And the British workingmen have evidently 
done some thinking in their turn. In their latest de¬ 
clarations they seem to see the ultimate necessity of 
compelling their own aristocrats to forego such im¬ 
perial aspirations as that of Sir Harry Johnston, 
and of-extending the principle of self-determination 
even to the black people of Central Africa. But eyes 
which have for centuries been behind the blinkers of 
Race Prejudice cannot but blink and water when 
compelled to vice the full sunlight. And Britain’s 
workers insist that “No one wall maintain that the 
Africans arc fit for self-government.” But no one 
has yet asked the, Africans anything, about it. And 
on the same principle (of excluding the opinion of 
those who are most vitally concerned) Britain’s 
ruling ; class may-tell them that “No one maintains 
that the laboring classes of Britain are fit for self- ,, 
government,” But their half-hearted demand that 
an international committee shall take over the Brit¬ 
ish, Gerr- -r. French and Portuguese possessions in 
Africa and" manage them as independent national¬ 
ities (?) until they can “go it alone,” would suggest 
that their eyesight is improving. 

To sum it all up, the war in Europe is the re¬ 
sult of the desire of the white governments of Eu¬ 
rope to exploit for their own benefit the lands and 
labor of the darker races, and, as the war continues, 
it must decrease the white man’s stock of ability to 
do this successfully against the wishes of the inhabi¬ 
tants of those lands. This will result in their freedom 
from thralldom and the extension of political, social, 
and industrial'democracy to the twelve-hundred- 
million black and brown and yellow peoples of the 
world. This, I take it, is what President Wilson had 
in mind when he wished to make the world “safe 
for democracy.” But, whether I am mistaken or 
not, it is the idea which, dominates to-day the 
thought of' those darker millions* ■ : 
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Education in West Africa 

ROBIN AfSEKYI. 

Education, like civilisation, is- a term that 
has almost lost its proper meaning. Borrowed long 
ago from .'the Latin,'but specialised almost out or 
connection with its; root, ft has now come in its 
ordinary, everyday use to signify knowledge of let¬ 
ters. In this sense education is familiar to us in 
British West Africa; and since the 'first teachers 
of “education” to our people were Europeans, the 
idea- has come, apparently, to stay in the minds of 
those native to West Africa, that “education”, as 
such is essentially European—one of the many re¬ 
fining incidents of contact with Europe. According¬ 
ly, those of us who have been-“educated” grew up 
with the impression that- the fisher-folk and the 
farmer-folk, for example, being unlettered, were un¬ 
educated. In time we got accustomed to confusing 
ilSiferacy with uneducation; and, since the “edu- 
cated”wvere distinguished, by their adoption of Eu¬ 
ropean garb, from the uneducated, we got further 
.and further involved in. confusion, till now the gen¬ 
eral impression is that the native in European dress 
is educated—a “scholar,” as he is popularly called— 
and s the native in native dress is uneducated—a 
bushman pr a fisherman, be he- old or young, chief 
■or commoner—and, despite his years or his rank, to 
be relegated to the backyard, unless he is rich. 

II. 

The intentions of the pioneer missionaries, were 
doubtless good; the intentions of the pioneer Afri¬ 
can traders may have been good; but that for which 
they prepared the way cannot be called good. Mis¬ 
sionaries and traders have worked in concert to es¬ 
tablish “education,” that is, education improperly 
soi called, and this in the end ahnost? succeeded in 
breaking up the social life of the people among 
whom they moved: the fomer destroyed the ultim¬ 
ate religious sanctions which regulated their civil 
life; nng the latter opened up new vistas and afford¬ 
ed new' .examples of duplicity and cunning. Thus, 
when their rigid morality relaxed, the list of possi¬ 
ble misdoings Avas at the same time lengthened. 
Christianity and tpa^lc became the marks of respect¬ 
ability according to the new foreign standard. “Edu¬ 
cation” was established by Christianity and sup¬ 
ported-after a time by trade, when it became clear 
that its objects were to train up missionary assist¬ 
ants and mercantile clerks. The'children of respect¬ 
able but too impressionable artisans-T^-eVol'Ce'rs and 


conservators of unique, indigenous arts; and crafts— 
became “scholars,” the fathers of a new generation 
ipi foreign-mind,ed natives. The institution of ap¬ 
prenticeship, at first'exclusively hereditary in its 
mode-of recruiting, but later extended outside fam¬ 
ily limits,, began to lose. supp.Ort, till arts and crafts 
were left in the hands of the few, on whose death 
they would become extinct. Wealthy native traders 
sent their children to Europe to be trained on Eu¬ 
ropean lines, a few of the latter embracing Euro¬ 
pean professions—law, medicine, engineering. As 
the native traders throve, so trade and the missions 
nourished, their disruptive influence on native insti¬ 
tutions increasing ... concomitantly. 

Mission and trade “education” produced clerks, 
many ; of .whom grew ’up to be wealthy traders. 
Sonic .of these clerks who were cadets of noble fam¬ 
ilies had a great deal of influence. Contentions be¬ 
tween tribes and the diplomacy, of the new “educa¬ 
ted” class led to agreements and treaties with Eu¬ 
ropean mercantile and subsequently Government 
officials. . Thus the knell of the native States began 
to be tolled. 

But “education” flourished. Some splendid men 
were produced, men of remarkable intellectual pow¬ 
ers, the equals and often the superiors, of those 
who taught them; but the .native point of view 
was ceasing to be. Things native began to be re¬ 
garded as savage by the fiatives themselves. The 
Mission. Schools, now subsidised by the Govern¬ 
ment, together with the newer Government schools, 
disseminated ■ “education.” All classes sent their 
children to the Schools to be “educated.” The in- ‘ 
signia of “education,” European clothing, European 
habits of life and thought, began to settle: in the 
land, each succeeding .generation being more Euro¬ 
peanised than the preceding. 

The “educated” becoming so, thoroughly Euro¬ 
pean, must sooner or later adopt the European atti¬ 
tude towards Governments. The proceedings of the 
Legislative Councils were often criticised; the na¬ 
tive press was a true child of the Euopean press, 
inheriting the main characteristic . of its parent, 
namely, freedom of speech-. But so long as the. “ed¬ 
ucated” native played into, the hands of his teachers 
by his deficient grasp of the implications of Eus©- 
s pean coinmercial-organisation, he was considered a 
harmless- imitator, taking a penny where the Euro¬ 
pean took a pound. So long as he aided in the weak¬ 
ening of his own native.State by his grownig lack 
of respect for the authority of his natural rulers and „ 
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his growing neglect of native institutions he was 
congratulated upon his progressiveness. Where, 
however, the native State ensured more safety of 
property, these promising pupils of Europe desired 
the status quo ante to be undisturbed by colonial 
legislation, in the meantime a policy of exclusion 
from the Civil Service, pursued' against competent 
professional natives, compelled prudent fathers to 
send their sons to study law. A few studied medi¬ 
cine, and made their marks as private practitioners; 
fewer still became engineers, but these were the 
most unfortunate of all. The lawyer class, the most 
influential and prosperous of the professionals, was 
being constantly recruited. From the first it includ¬ 
ed 'serious-minded young men; and of these those 
who had used their faculties of observation when in, 
Europe strove to revive the native point of view. 
They, together with others of th.eir calibre, sought 
to protect the masses- -the unsuspecting, unlettered 
natives and the impulsive “educated” native—from 
measures which, if not meant to be dangerous, 
might in time become distinctly pernicious. Thus 
the lawyer class, in particular, and the- few really 
.educated natives, in general; began to be unpopular 
in official circles, and the cry of “Down with the 
educated native” was'raised. 

Thereafter “education” has been much control¬ 
led.- Officials of “education” there are galore. Gov- 
' eminent inspection and Government regulation it 
has even been sought to extend to the secondary 
schools, which have hitherto been managed by Mis¬ 
sions supported by the public, as well as by private 
gentlemen. A uniform system of “education” has 
been established in the elementary schools, mission¬ 
ary and government; and in order to guarantee the 
desired uniformity, a Government Training College 
for teachers has been established on the Gold Coast. 
On the whole, the “education” that is provided now, 
as well in the elementary or low as in the secondary 
or high schools, is much worse than it used to be. 
A result of this degeneration even in the scanty 
“education” that is given is that the chances of th'e 
evolution of the occasional pupil who succeeds in 
untrammeling his “educated” mind are much less 
than before. 

The Government has kindly given facilities for 
the studying of agriculture, and has established 
some sort of technical training. Some, looking with 
complacency on these possible additions to the ac¬ 
complishments of their children, have begun to be¬ 
lieve that the salvation of the country lies in techni¬ 


cal training. Accordingly appeals are constantly • 
being made to the Government to establish techno¬ 
logical institutes; or, failing that, they would advo¬ 
cate the maintenance, by the public, of technologi¬ 
cal schools under the direction of competent Ameri¬ 
can Negroes. A few wischeads have retorted that 
technical training by itself would be a form of “edu¬ 
cation,” whilst it is .education-—the real thing, com- 
: V . : • ••.and sound—that is wanted. 

(Continued' in our November issue.) 

A FEW WORDS OF PRAISE 

From j. A. ROGERS, author of “As Nature Leads”, 

“From Superman to Man”, Etc. 

“Having just received your journal, I started in 
to examine it coldly, critically, aye, even with that 
tinge of hostility with which I must confess I usual¬ 
ly regard new publications; but before I had read 
very much I found myself simply bubbling over 
with enthusiasm. The New Negro has, by its initial, 
appearance easily attained the eminence of being 
the leading literary Negro journal. It has filled 
what I have long been yearning for, that which I 
have suggested to many friends who told me of 
their ambition to start a magazine—that is a Negro 
journal that would be international in thought. The 
“New Negro” is a first-class literary journal ranking 
with the best in America. 

1 am of the firmest conviction that if merit and 
quality counts for anything, “The New Negro” is 
already assured of an audience, not only of the 
masses, but of the cultured and most intellectual 
.thought of the day.” 


Out. of a population of 315 millions in In¬ 
dia, 94 percent are illiterate? 295,000,000 people can 
neither read nor write? - 

Out of $9.50 each person in India must 
pay $i.6p in taxes (approximately 20 percent) while 
an American pays only 12.00 out of $372 (about 3 
per cent) ? 

With a population of 315 million, the death 
rate in India is 32 per thousand/ whereas in the Uni¬ 
ted States, with a population of 100 millions the 
death rate is 14 per thousand. 
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Poems For The People 

“Man Shall Not Live by Bread Alone.” 


THE BLACK MAN'S BURDEN. 

A Reply to Audyard Kipling.) 

By Hubert H. Harrison 

'Take up the Black Man’s burden— 

Send forth the worst ye breed, 

And bind our sons in shackles 
To serve your selfish greed, 

To: wait in heavy harness, 

Be-devilled and beguiled 
Until the fates remove you 

From a world you have defiled. 

Take up the Black Man’s burden— ;. 

Your lies may still abide 
To veil the threat of terror 

And check our racial pride; 

-Your cannon, church and courthouse 
May still our sons- constrain 
To seek the white man’s profit 

And work the white man’s gain. 

Take up the Black Man’s Burden— 
Reach out and hOg the earth, 

.And leave your workers hungry 
In the country of their birth. 

Then, when your goal is .nearest, . 

The end-for which you fought, 
Watch others’ trained efficiency 

Bring all your hope to nought. 

Take up the Black Man’s Burden—• ■ 
Reduce their chiefs and kings 
To toil of serf and sweeper, 

The lot of common things. 

Sodden their soil with slaughter, 

Ravish their lands with lead; 

■ Go, sign them with your living 

And seal them with your dead. 

Take up the Black Man’s Burden— 
And reap your old reward; 

The curse of those ye cozen, 

The hate of those ye barred 


, . . ui wwnauian- cities 

And your Australian ports; 

And when they ask for meat and drink, 
Go, girdle them with forts. ; 

Take up the Black Man’s Burden— 

Ye cannot stoop to less. . 

Will not your fraud of “freedom” 

Still cloak your greediness? 

But, by the. gods ye worship, 

And by the deeds ye do 
The.se silent, sullen peoples 

Shall weigh your gods and you. 

Take up the Black Man’s Burden—• 
Until the tale, is told, 

Until the balances of hate , 

Bear down the beam of gold. 

And. while ye wait, remember 
That justice, though delayed, 

Will bold you as her .debtor till 
The Black Man’s debt is paid. 


PRAYER OF THE LOWLY. 


Andrea Razafkeriefo. 


God give us Christians who not only preach 
But who will live the doctrines that they teach! 
Who will not sermonize “Thou shalt not kill.” 

Yet burn and hang us at their own sweet will; 
Who will not prattle that “All men are brothers” 
•Yet fail to recognize the good in others; 

Who will not seek to cleanse with unclean hands, 
Or say “Thou shalt not steal,” then take our lands. 

For such religion can be but a dream, 

A figment which will not be realized, 

A something which has long been talked and prized, 
A shrewd disguise for deviltry ’twouid seem. 

The world is fed with lies; delusion reigns, 

And Justice, Truth and Peace are kept in chains. 
While Might, though wrong, is Right—the weak 
must bleed 

O, hear us, God! True Christians are our need. 
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IN THE MELTING POT 


our white fellow-citizens • for their more' careful 
consideration. ‘ • 


The Taster has long appreciated the humor 
which, lies hid in the common injunction to/hollow 
your nose/’ and has enjoyed many a quiet chuckle 
while thinking of some of the queer places--and 
conclusion's—to which his nose would lead him if 
he were to-follow it. The fragrance of an onion or 
the odor'of stale beer might lead to much and be 
fraught with deep meaning, of- which some odors 
have many. Body-odors, for instance, have a sex- 
significance or a racial one, as one may choose to 
take them. The hypocritical force of Anglo-Saxon 
prudery would restrain us from discussing the for¬ 
mer, although we are sorely tempted. No. such in¬ 
junction, however, has issued against the. latter. It 
is common knowledge that different races-are char¬ 
acterized by different odors. The professional “Cau¬ 
casian” on this side pretends that the odor of the 
’ Negro is highly unpleasant to him. (This does not 
seem to apply, however, to Negro women) But, ac¬ 
customed from infancy to his own odoj, he refuses 
to realize that he has \one and that it jfs highly un¬ 
pleasant to other people. Any Negro, who uses the 
New York subway, on a warm or rainy day, can 
offer eloquent testimony. The Chinese and Japan¬ 
ese insist that the racial odor of white people is 
offensive, like that of codfish, flat, stale and unprof¬ 
itable. 


During the early spring the Taster was con¬ 
demned for his sins to 'Spend a. portion of his time 
in Washington. On his way to Howard University, 
he had to pass lines of white school children and 
on two occasions stood outside of the white Denni¬ 
son school, watching the children at play in the 
schoolyard. Now, the Taster loves children. But 
the odor which on these occasions came from the 
bodies of these white children was, to him, simply 
horrible. It rose up and struck him like a physical 
mass.; Certainly, if the unpleasantness of body odor 
were a proof of inferiority lie would rank these 
white children far down in the human scale. Yet, 
they were healthy, clean, and intelligent to all ap¬ 
pearances. Perhaps, after all, it was but a simple • 
case of what one is accustomed to. In that case, we 
might point it out (courteously, but critically) to 


Not long ago-, the Taster discovered a splendid 
use to which the editorials of the New York Times 
wereTemg put. They were used to fomefit “Bolshe- 
• vism” among Negroes. Impossible? Not quite. He. 
had called upon a prominent Negro radical and 
found hanging over, his desk a frame on which were 
pasted certain editorials from the big dailies. One 
. was from the N. Y. Times of June 30th on “Ene¬ 
mies of Democracy,” a .theme on which the Times, 
is fittingly eloquent. My radical friend had under¬ 
scored the following' sentences : 

Ihe issue between democracy, which means. . 
the government of the whole people by the whole- 
people, and the rule of one class over all other 
dasses, is clear cut. [He had striken out -‘class 5 and 
substituted ‘race 5 / The fate of democracy hangs in 
the balance. .... In this struggle between dem¬ 
ocracy and autocracy it is impossible to be neutral, 
and it is especially hard for democrats to be neu- 

tral .Wg have fought to make the world' 

safe for democracy. Does that mean that it shall 
be safe for democracy- everywhere but in Russia? 
[He had-substituted ‘America’] . . . . How does 
he (reconcile his Americanism with his antagonism 
to democracy in Russia and his support of class | 
rule?” [“America 5 again substituted.]. He had used 
in a similar way clippings - relating to the Walsh 
mission to Ireland, de Valera’s visit to America, 
and the subject of Filipino independence. So, it is • 
evident thathhe Times is one of the sources of Bol¬ 
shevist agitation among Negroes. The Taster com¬ 
mends it to the scrutiny of the Lusk Committee 
and the “responsible officials” of the government 
who, it tells us, are in search of “the incendiary 
writings of the agitators” to whom “most of the 
unrest among the 'Negro population” is due. 


A recent re-reading of Herodotus, the “Father 
of History” has brought to the mind of The.Taster, 
a favorite ambition of his. earlier years. It was the 
issuing of a series of reprints dealing with the his- 
tory of Negro lands and lands in which Negroes-are 
interested, from the Works of those great writers of 
the past whose works are no longer “protected by 
copyright.” This could be done at a price to suit the 
pocket of the average man, woman or child—say at 
25 and 50 cents. A good beginning could be made 
wi-th the second book of Herodotus which gives 
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aluable aAd interesting facts about Egyptian 
Kg^ory, as known T^tHbTGreeArs; lie points-..ouU 
among other things, that mirifi of the Egyptian's 
were black and all Of them were dark; that the 
Greeks derived their art and science and relighin 
from them; that the black Ethiopians gave civiliza¬ 
tion; ■ to Egypt and often reigned and ruled over 
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This volume of Mr Rogers As the greatest lit 
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titem./'in face of the lies of Anglo-Saxon 5 
and the cheap assumption of our near-scholars that 
;• Merodutus (ih English) is hard to read, such a re¬ 
print would be a blessing to our Negro youth. 

* *. w * 

‘‘The.southern white is falling behind the pro¬ 
cession” says H. L. Mencken,.himself a southerner. 
A recent number of The Maryland Historical Maga¬ 
zine now oh /our desk makes this distressingly ob¬ 
vious. It is published by the Maryland Historical 
Society and we have. never seen such a pitiable 
product even in the backwoods, ■•■of. the black belt. 
Now we know why the south wants to limit Negro 
■ education to 69 cents a year. If any person were to 
put any number of the Journal of Negro History 
side by side with this quaint old fossil from Mary¬ 
land he would realize at once that the Negro in 
America was living in the 20th century and the An¬ 
glo-Saxon, south, as Mr. Men t ken says, in the 17th 
century. 


THAT DEAR MR. WILSON 


“We will fight for the things we have held 
nearest our hearts—Tor democracy—for the right of 
those; whq submit to authority to hkve a voice, in 
their own government.” 

"The woild .can be at peace only if its life is 
stable, and there can be no stability where the will 
is-: in rebellion, where there /is not tranquility of 
spirit and a ; sense of justice, of freedom, and of 
right.” 

“Peace should rest upon the right of peoples,, 
not The rights of governments—the rights of peo¬ 
ples,, great and small, weak and . powerful—their 
equal , right to freedom and security and "self-gov¬ 
ernment.” 

. : “I Think it would be a real misfortune; a misk 
fortune of everlasting consequence, if the mission¬ 
ary program for the- world should be interrupted. . . 
That the work Undertaken should be continued at; 
its full force seems to me of capital necessity.” 


tie book'on the Negro-that we remember to have 
read. It makes no great parade of being “scientific”' 
as so many of our young writers do who seem to 
think that science consists solely in logical analysis. 
IT science consists fundamentally of facts, <of infor¬ 
mation, and : of principles: 1 derived from those facts, 
then The volume before us is one of the most scien¬ 
tific that has been produced by a Negro writer. It 
sweeps the circle of all the social sciences. History,- 
sociology,’anthropology) psychology, economics and 
politics,—even theology —are laid under contribu¬ 
tion and yield up a store of information which is ~ 
worked up into' a presentation so plain and clear 
That' the simplest can read and understand it, and 
yet so foTilled by proofs from the greatest, standard 
authorities of the past and present that there is no 
joint in its armor in which-the keenest spear of a 
. white scientist may enter. 

Unlike'an older type of scholar (now almost 
,cxtinct)The author does not go to vapid verbal philo¬ 
sophers Or devotional dreamers for the facts of his¬ 
tory and ethnology. He goes To historians and eth¬ 
nologists Tor them, and to anthropologists for his 
anthropology. The result is information which 
stands;: the- searching tests of any enquirer who 
chooses to doubt 'and investigate before accepting.. 
what is set before him. 

From This book the unlearned reader of the 
African race can gather proof that his race has not' 
always •’been a subject or inferior race. He has the 
authority of Professor Reisner of Harvard, of Felix 
Dubois, YolneV, Herodotus, Finot, $ergi, the mod¬ 
ern Egyptologists and the scholars of the white,, 
world who assembled at the Universal Races Con¬ 
gress in London in 1911, for the belief that his race 
has founded great civilizations, has ruled over areas 
as large- as/all Europe, and was prolific.in statesmen,, 
scientists, poets, conquerors, religious and political 
leaders,' .arts and crafts, industry and commerce:. 
when the white race was wallowing in barbarism or 


*“From Superman to Man, 
cago, Ill. $1.25 
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ieariA jon good cU- 
€ice.m- Herodotus and 
me mo'dern students of racednstory, .that 
i K aiism f^as been a practice among white m ' 
lai.ons^hKe the Scythians, Scots and Britons;' that 
i aces have been slaves; that here in Arher- 
Ui6 Slavery oi white men was a fact as late as 
century, and “according to Professor Ci- 
d, Grover Cleveland's great grand-father, Rich¬ 
er alley, was an Irish slave in Connecticut.” In 
he will learn here, not that newspaper science 
ich keeps even ‘educated” Americans so compla- 
but the science of the scientists 
He will learn all that this kind o£ science 
tell of the relative capacity and standing of the 
and white races—and much of it will surprise 
But all of it will please and instruct. 

The book also deals with the facts of the pres- 
position of the Negro in America and the West 
lies ; with questions of religion, education, politics 
political parties, war work, lynching, miscege- 
on both sides, the beauty of Negro women 
race prejudice. And on every one of these top- 
it gives a minimum of opinion and a maximum 
information. This information flows forth during 
course of a series of discussions between an ed- 
:ed Negro Pullman porter and a southern white 
on a train running between Chicago and 
Francisco. The superior urbanity of the Negro 
ed with his wider information and higher in- 
dligence eventually wins over the Caucasian to 
dmit that the whole mental attitude of himself and 
is race in regard to the Negro was wrong and 
ased on nothing better than prejudice. 

This conversational device gives the author op¬ 
portunity to present all the conflicting views on 
both sides of the Color Line, and the result is a 
wealth of information which makes this book a ne¬ 
cessity on the book-shelf ef every one, Negro or 
Caucasian, who has some use for Knowledge on the 
.subject of the Negro. 


BOOKS OF THE MONTH 


Radhakunmd , JVioqkerji 
Press. 

ihe Children of The Sun, Geo 
, tic League frPfs. 


OUR LITTLE LIBRARY 


OUTSIDE 

The Listener’s Guide To Music—Percy A. Scholes 
—Oxford University Press. 

The Happiness of Nations—James MacKaye 
—Iiuebsch, $1.25 

INSIDE 

Local Government In Ancient India. 


[The Editors of THE NEW NEGRO have oft¬ 
en been asked to furnish lists of books.for general 
education and also for the study of Negro History 
and Culture. The following list of 25 books is .given 
as a collective answer to these enquiries. The list 
is intended only as a firm foundation on the under¬ 
standing that in knowledge as in other matters first 
things should come first. We suggest the forma¬ 
tion of Study Clubs which may meet every week 
to take up, one by one, the study of these works. 
READERS MAY WRITE TO US FOR ADVICE 
AND ASSISTANCE.] 

I. FOR GENERAL EDUCATION. 

1. Man s Place In Nature... .Thos. Henry Huxley 

With Six Lectures to Workingmen. 

2. The Childhood, of The World_Edward Clodd 

3. Modern Science And Modern Thought, 

, Samuel Laing 

4. A History of Modern Science, Arabella Buckley 

5. Education,.Herbert Spencer 

6 . Anthropology.Edward B. Tylor 

7. Mutual Aid.. Prince Peter Kropotkin 

8 . Elementary Principles of Economics.._Ely 

and Wicker 

9. Readings In European ITistory.. .James Harvey 

Robinson 

10. A Short History of The English People. 

. John R. Green 

11. Civilization In England....Buckle 

12. Modern Europe (one vol. edition).Fyffe 

13. The Conflict Between Religion and Science... 

John Wm. Draper 

14. Workers In American History... .James Oneal 

II. NEGRO HISTORY AND CULTURE 

15. African Life And Customs.... Edward Wilmot 

. , . _ . Blyden 

16. White Capital and Coloured Labour.Sir 

-A' ^ Sidney Olivier 

17. Negro. Culture in West Africa. A Geo. W. Ellis 

18. Europe in Africa in the Nineteenth Century.. 

Elizabeth Wormeley Latimer 

19. Ethiopia Unbound.Casely Hayford 

■ (Acca Agrimun) 

20. From Superman To Man.J. A. Rogers 

21. The Aftermath of Slavery, Dr. Wm. A. Sinclair 

22. The Haytian Revolution.T. G. Stewart 

23. West African Studies-..Mary H. Kingsley 

24. A Tropical Dependency, Lady Florence Lugard 

25. The Negro And The Nation,...... .Hubert H. 

Harrison. 

A review and summary of one of these books 
will appear each month in our columns for the 
benefit of our. readers. 
































